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In law, as in journalism, provincial experience
is a far better school for a young man than that
of London; for in the provinces work is less
specialised, and the young clerk in a busy
lawyer's office has a chance of such varied work
as his powers show him capable of, David
Lloyd George, for instance, now found himself
often called upon to undertake responsible
tasks; to watch the interests of his firm in the
Police Court or in the Quarter Sessions; to
collect rates and taxes; to find his way through
that complicated network of wire entanglements
which British wisdom had thrown around the
exercise of the suffrage. The canvassing work
which he did for his firm in their capacity as
Liberal agents stood him in very good stead later
on when he had to do the same work for himself.
It was during this period that he acquired, too,
that intimate mastery of the details of rural
rating with which he afterwards astonished the
House of Commons, During the same years he
achieved an insight into the surprising affairs of
many county families. There is no surer way
of finding out the secrets of the English land
system than to look at them through the peep-
holes of a good lawyer's office.
No doubt the young Lloyd George lost much,
by being plunged so early in life into the urgen-
cies of practical work. But he also gained.
For ifc would have been difficult to devise a
traiaing more suitable for a coming statesman,
For a time the young man was absorbed by
Ms new work; and, indeed, it was enough to
take up his energy, David Lloyd George waa